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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


James  Sangster 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/  zooo.  osy  ozvcj3 


LorWit  Fairite/d   og    QWapaTn  Lincoln 

\Oybr\  h<b  uisite/cl  I3ucg  colo^uoVW^^bruaru  lb,  \%b  \ . 

"T&iS  \\w  ~p  ortraat  oc  t£e/  late,  Presi  dent,  u)as  painted  biTJarueS  Q&m$l&T, 
late.  05  l3ugcalo;X.U>to^e,r  to  Relate,  QmoS  LOlSangsT6r  J 

~J(Xvr\tS  oanqster  oom)alete<d  ™  aboiie/  joortraVt  as^e  stood  aujontino^/s 
Tur^topass  be-gore  i£e  Preside^ /  m  ^z  rtc&n)>nq  Imc/  mi^e  mam  £all,  ortt^ey 
Second  cloor  og  df?e/  QmcDcan  tfoM  ^tbruaru  lb,  (2  t>l .  ttaU  i  rig  ci  lied  in  t(?e/ 
pergeotoutline/  ctrid  if)e  genera]  e,ccect  ovt^&  cl ot£ ^,r^e/ art zs~to-r?  reach- 
ing |om^,fetouc^cJ  t|?e  joortrail^i^  teen  and  or  u  sfml-ndia  iTiJt/f£eu 
[aid  it  O-uJaa  t"o  rec?  \\Jis  thu  cm>  s£mq  TouC^1  S  on  ^fitl*  clones  notion^ 
a^ier  trnColTi  ^ad  beer;  laid  louo  btj  t^e  assassins  Cru4  one!  brutal 
S^cyt  a^ter  uu^i'c$  "time,  £v   a,/g  c?  xed  ^/S   S;  ^nature-,  THauj  b,  I2k5~- 

QsX  aa^ed  e  axne/stli/  into  >?!'s  Kirialij  care  ujorn  QaceTca.TnedrTie  neoutiue- 
(made  bLj^atJlastni9  irnpressiori)  u)i^  me,,  3^>rQ^4/  Cinal  tbuc^esto^e^ktfjes 
deter  tircoln's  Second tn]o  to  Ducgalo, a)\  oc  uj&ici;  youToo  uj&ll  remember, "ye/- 

Not t  Remaster,  De-oemb&r  %b >iv88 


( tAA- A/via  6_    ^sfxriX    •-> Oyvt-^LtA. 


This  pen  and  India  ink  portrait 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  purchased 
for  the  Clements  Library  at  the 
Parke-Bernet  sale  566,  May  9,  1944 
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WILLIAM    L.CLEMENTS   LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY    OF    MICHIGAN 
ANN  ARBOR,  MICHIGAN 

June  21,  1944 

Mr.  Louis  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  send  you  the  enclosed  photostat  for  your 
reference  collection  on  the  iconography  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 

We  should  be  grateful  for  any  comments  you 
care  to  make  about  It. 

Very  sincerely 


RGA : rh 
Enc. 


Randolph  G.  Adams 


Juno  29,  Ifkk 


Mr,  Randolph  G.  Adams 
William  L,  Clements  Lit). 
University  of  Michigan 
Aim  Arbor,  Mich. 

Kr  dear  Mr.  Adamcs 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  photostat  of 
the  refeanc*»  to  the  painting  by  Cangster. 

While  It  is  possibly  that  Mr.  Sangster  made 
a  sketch  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at  the  time  he  was  in 
Buffalo  it  is  very  evident  that  the  Major  portion  of 
the  contribution  vas  made  by  Lincoln's  picture  taken  V 
Brady  of  which  it  apparently  is  a  copy.    lb.  85  in  the 
attached  compilation  of  photographs  was  made  February  9, 
l86fe  and  Mr,  Songster  has  copied  even  the  curl  in 
Lincoln's  hair  hanging  over  his  forehead. 

If  we  nere  to  list  it  here  we  would  list  it 
as  a  copy  of  the  Brady  photograph. 

Very  truly  yours, 


L/Hfjvff  director 


WILLIAM    L.CLEMENTS   LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY    OF    MICHIGAN 
ANN  ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

July  10,  1944 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren  and  Mr.  J.  Monaghan 
Lincoln  National  Life  foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  and 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library 
ringfield,  Illinois 

Dear  Dr.  Warren  and  Mr.  Monaghan: 

I  thank  both  of  you  for  your 
nments  on  that  Sangster  sketch  of  Abral         Ln. 
Since  writing  you  in  the  first  instance  I  have  received 
a  scrap  book  of  material  on  th-  Sangster  picture  y/hich 
was  given  us  by  the  owner  of  the  picture  itself.   It 
contains    page  and  a  quarter  account  by  Mr.  Sangster 
himself.   He  repeats  what  I  told  you  In  the  first  place, 
namely  that  he  began  this  In  February  1861  from  life  — 
that  on  reaching  home  he  went  over  his  sketch  with  brush 
and  pen  and  India  ink.   Then  just  after  Lincoln's 
assassination  he  com  ]  ted  it.   Obviously  In  this 
intervening  four  years  Sangster  hud  seen  hundreds  of 
photographs  of  Lincoln  and  coulc  very  easily  have  been 
influenced  by  them,   The  various  specimens  which  you  two 
gentlemen  submit,  and  for  which  I  thank  you  very  much,  are 
good  examples  of  what  sangster  might  have  been  influenced 
by.   Indeed,  he  night  have  had  one  of  these  before  him 
while  he  was  putting  on  trie  fina]  finishing  touches. 

But  both  of  you  refer  to  the  curl 
as  being  in  other  portraits.   Yet  as  I  look     t  the 
examples  you  cite  and  submit,  vhat  you  called  to  my  attention 
is  rather  a  lock  than  a  curl,  whereas  the  Sangster  portrait 
has  a  distinct  curl.   Therefore  It  seems  to  me  that" there  is 
a  good  chance  that  the  sketch  is  exactly  what  it  purports  to 
be,  namely  something  begun  from  life  and  completed  four 
years  later  at  which  time  the  artist  might  readily  have  been 
influenced  by  the  portraits  which  you  produced.   I  do  not 
find  that  this  adds  anything  particularly  to  the  knowledge 
of  our  inconography  of  Abraham  Lincoln  save  to  add  one  item 
which  has  some  claim  to  having  been  done,  in  part,  to  life. 

Very  sincerely 


RGA : rh 


Randolph"  G , 
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